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EUCALLTITLE

EU4H-2024-JA-IBA-05 - Direct grants to Member States’ authorities: Personalised Cancer Medicine

(CR-g-24-41)

TYPE & STATUS

Work programme & Type of action
Horizon Europe, Cancer Mission, ...

EU4Health Programme (EU4H) - Direct Grants

Open/Closing dates
17 September 2024 - 22 January 2025 17:00 Brussels time

EC Funding
Total amount, 100%, co-funding, ...

27 900 000

OBJECTIVE & RATIONALE
Domain/Area

Prevention, screening, diagnostics, care, rehabilitation, ...

Diagnosis and Treatment

EBCP flagship(s) addressed by the call and/or Reference link to Cancer Mission?

Flagship n°and title

F6. Cancer Diagnostic and Treatment for All

Cancer Mission Ref ~ R5: Advance and implement personalised medicine approaches for all cancer

patients in Europe
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Main objectives of the call
Max 300 words

The aim of the joint action is to strengthen the PCM network within the Union. This European
network has a solid history, especially in the Netherlands and the Nordic Countries. Actions taken
should in particular focus on upscaling the access to PCM within Member States, including for
metastatic cancer, but also on developing stronger collaborations with the countries associated to
the EU4Health Programme that have a strong interest in PCM.

Target group(s)
Max 50 words
Healthcare system, care providers, patients by age, gender, tumour type...

Member States / Metastatic cancer patients

RELEVANCE and FEASIBILITY

Link to current BE policy needs?

Several efforts have been made by the Belgian authorities in the implementation of precision (hemato) oncology,
including aligned reimbursement of the targeted treatment and its biomarker test, the development of guidelines by
the Commission of Personalized Medicine (ComPerMed), quality assessments, central data registration and
implementation of targeted next-generation sequencing (NGS) in routine diagnostics with a real life pilot study
including RIZIV recognized NGS networks (1). With a private-public partnership, two major real-world clinical projects
offering Comprehensive Genomic Profiling (CGP) were set-up to support the development of a common tumour
profiling strategy with equal access of patients to precision (hemato-)oncology and innovative medicines. Overall,
precision (hemato-)oncology provides the opportunity for patients to benefit from a better diagnosis and increased
number of treatment options.

Despite the potential that current efforts and initiatives bring, there is lack of adequate funding and structural
organization. This hampers the further development of and access to innovative cancer diagnostics and treatments in
the Belgian health care system. There is a gap in a standardized and structured reporting platform for linking real
world data, to allow healthcare providers and researchers to examine diagnostic data, biomarkers, and therapy
outcomes with artificial intelligence algorithms.

Link to current projects?

The project Personalised Cancer Medicine for all Union citizens (PCM4EU), the EU
Cancer and Public Health Genomics platform project (CAN.HEAL), as well as the
project for improved diagnostics and survival for all children with Acute Myeloid
Leukaemia treated within the NOPHO-DB- SHIP consortium, which is a cross-European
collaboration (CHIP-AML22).

Belgian stakeholders to involve by type (and level of involvement)
Federal, regional, hospitals, academia, patient/professional society (as Coordinator, Partner,
WP lead, ...)

Federal, regional, hospitals, academia, patient/professional society
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MAIN CONTACT

Cancer centre responsible

Els Van Valckenborgh
KEYWORDS

Survivorship and rehabilitation, right to be forgotten, cancekpatients, ..

Personalised Cancer Medicine / Diagnostic / PCM network / Metastatic cancer

RELEVANT REFERENCES & DOCUMENTATION

(1) Delnord M, Van Valckenborgh E, Hebrant A, Antoniou A, Van Hoof W, Waeytens A, Van den
Bulcke M. Precision cancer medicine: What has translated into clinical use in Belgium? Semin
Cancer Biol. 2022 Sep;84:255-262. doi: 10.1016/j.semcancer.2021.06.010. Epub 2021 Jun 12.

PMID: 34129914.
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	EU CALL title: EU4H-2024-JA-IBA-05 - Direct grants to Member States’ authorities: Personalised Cancer Medicine (CR-g-24-41)
	Work programme & type of action: EU4Health Programme (EU4H) – Direct Grants
	Open/closing dates: 17 September 2024 - 22 January 2025 17:00 Brussels time
	EC funding: 27 900 000
	Domain/Area: Diagnosis and Treatment 
	Flagship n° and title: F6. Cancer Diagnostic and Treatment for All
	Cancer Mission Ref: R5: Advance and implement personalised medicine approaches for all cancer patients in Europe
	Main objectives: The aim of the joint action is to strengthen the PCM network within the Union. This European network has a solid history, especially in the Netherlands and the Nordic Countries. Actions taken should in particular focus on upscaling the access to PCM within Member States, including for metastatic cancer, but also on developing stronger collaborations with the countries associated to the EU4Health Programme that have a strong interest in PCM.
	Target group(s): Member States / Metastatic cancer patients 
	Belgian stakeholders to involve: Federal, regional, hospitals, academia, patient/professional society
	Main contact: Els Van Valckenborgh 
	Keywords: Personalised Cancer Medicine / Diagnostic / PCM network / Metastatic cancer
	References and documentation: 
(1) Delnord M, Van Valckenborgh E, Hebrant A, Antoniou A, Van Hoof W, Waeytens A, Van den Bulcke M. Precision cancer medicine: What has translated into clinical use in Belgium? Semin Cancer Biol. 2022 Sep;84:255-262. doi: 10.1016/j.semcancer.2021.06.010. Epub 2021 Jun 12. PMID: 34129914. 

	Link to current BE policy needs: Several efforts have been made by the Belgian authorities in the implementation of precision (hemato) oncology, including aligned reimbursement of the targeted treatment and its biomarker test, the development of guidelines by the Commission of Personalized Medicine (ComPerMed), quality assessments, central data registration and implementation of targeted next-generation sequencing (NGS) in routine diagnostics with a real life pilot study including RIZIV recognized NGS networks (1). With a private-public partnership, two major real-world clinical projects offering Comprehensive Genomic Profiling (CGP) were set-up to support the development of a common tumour profiling strategy with equal access of patients to precision (hemato-)oncology and innovative medicines. Overall, precision (hemato-)oncology provides the opportunity for patients to benefit from a better diagnosis and increased number of treatment options. 

Despite the potential that current efforts and initiatives bring, there is lack of adequate funding and structural organization. This hampers the further development of and access to innovative cancer diagnostics and treatments in the Belgian health care system. There is a gap in a standardized and structured reporting platform for linking real world data, to allow healthcare providers and researchers to examine diagnostic data, biomarkers, and therapy outcomes with artificial intelligence algorithms.

	Link to current projects?: The project Personalised Cancer Medicine for all Union citizens (PCM4EU), the EU Cancer and Public Health Genomics platform project (CAN.HEAL), as well as the project for improved diagnostics and survival for all children with Acute Myeloid Leukaemia treated within the NOPHO-DB- SHIP consortium, which is a cross-European collaboration (CHIP-AML22).


